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Provenss 4 2. | 


The rich aui poor meet together: os 
Lord is the maker of them all. © 


OTHING can be more - pleaſing to 
a generous mind, to abreaſt glowing 
_ * with: humanity and chriſtian. bene- 
volence, than an opportunity of relieving the 
Ku” and pleading the cauſe of the dif- 
: this is a Work highly acceptable to 
chat infinitely good and gracious being, who 
is the fountain of compaſſion, and who 
himſelf delighteth in mercy. This noble 
cauſe, in which a number of excellent and 
well diſpoſed perſons is embarked, has been 
pleaded by my worthy predeceſſors in this ſer- 
vice to great advantage, (nor can I pretend 
to add. 4 any thing they have donez) but 
as the b to be reminded of their duty, 
and as thoſe who abound already in the prac- 
tice of good works ſhould, according to the 
apoſtolic, Tp 2 re to Car ' 
mare and more, I therefore perſuade myſe 
that 155 will 1 1 pak the exhorta- 
tion . that E Fra founded on thoſe 


W of the n Preacher, 
75 * which - 


(2) 
which we juſt now read, 7he rich and the poor 
meet together, &c. I believe it will be readily 
granted there is no occaſion to uſher in my 
diſcourſe on theſe two important propoſitions 
by any expoſition of the former verſes, the 
whole book of the Proverbs being chiefly a- 
collection of moral ſentences, abſolutely inde- 
pendent : I ſhall therefore addreſs. myſelf to 
the immediate conſideration of our text; in 
diſcourſing whereon we ſhall, by divine aſ- 
ſiſtance, humbly attempt the following things. 


I. Shew in what various reſpects the rich 
and poor meet together, 1 
II. That this is the effect of a wiſe conſti- 
tution of providence; the Lord is the 
maker of them all, ; 

Laſtly, Draw ſome inferences from the 
whole, and particularly with reference to 
the deſign of our preſent meeting. 


I. I am to ſhew in what various reſpects 
the rich and poor meet together : And, 

1. They meet together; that is, they con- 
ſtitute almoſt every civil community, It might 
be reckoned ſuperfluous to obſerve, that there 
is no ſtate or kingdom in the world which 
conſiſts merely of the rich, or of thoſe that 
are noble and eminent for birth and wealth, 
In every ſociety there are both the governors, 
and the governed ; whatever form of govern- 
ment they are under, be it monarchy, arifto- 

| =. 7 cracy, 


4:33 
cracy, or any other, The levelling principle, 
in the preſent circumſtances of things, ſeems 
imptacticable and abſurd ; nay it is more than 
probable that even in a future ſtate all will not 
be on a level: thus the rich and the poor 
_ together in civil ſociety. But, 


They likewiſe meet together inthe fame | 


2 ſociety. Thus the goſpel was preach- 
ed, in the days of our Saviour, not only to 
the rich and noble, but alſo to the poor, as he 
himſelf particularly remarks ; xi. chapter of 
St. Matthew, at the 5th verſe, To the poor the 
goſpel is preached : we may add, and the poor 
— are very often the preachers of this 
goſpel. Thus it was with the apoſtles of our 
Lord Jeſus, eſpecially the bleſſed apoſtle Paul, 
who, in the moſt pathetic and ſtriking lan- 
guage, with uncommon ſtrains of divine and 
moving eloquence, deſcribes his own caſe, 
2 Cor. vi. 4. &c, In all things approving our- 
ſelves as the minifters of God, in much patience 
in affuctions, in neceſſities, in diſtreſſes, in ſtripes, 
in 1mpriſonments, in tumults, in labours, in 
watchings, in faſtings : by pureneſs, by know- 
ledge, by long-/uffering, by kindneſs, by the Ho- 
ly Ghoſt, if love unfeigned, by the word of truth, 
by the power of God, by the armour of rights 
ouſneſs on — right-band and on the left, 
nour and diſbonour, — — 
port: as decei vers, and yet true; as ſorromful, yet 
always rejoicing ; as poor, yet making many rich; 
as baving. nothing, and yet poſſeſſing all things. 
A 2 And 
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(4) 
And as the rich and poor are called in com- 
mon both to preach and hear the goſpel, and 
theteby aſſociate together, ſo in a —— 
manner they meet at the table of their 
Lord and maſter. That heavenly feaſt, his 
ſupper, was inſtituted, not only' to comme- 
' morate his amazing love in dying for the poor 
as well as for the rich, but alſo to'ſtrengtheh 
and infame _ mutual ＋ to each 1 
Fence”: 0 
| 3. The rich: an pour Meet together at the 
ame horas of grace. The rich need celeſti- 
al bleffings ecjually with the poor, and for 
theſe we th. abſolately dependant on the 
Deity ; nay the — of our temporal 
proſperity is entirely owing to his. overflowing 
bounty; and therefore'the pious rich will take 
pleaſure to acknowledge the author of their 
mercies and enjoyments, not only in public, 
but in private; as, on the other hand, the re- 
ligious poor, who live more immediately on 
providence, cannot but adore their almighty, 
their all- ſufficient friend: To him they will 
expreſs their warmeſt gratitude, at leaſt b 
their morning and evening ſactifice. | 
infinite 'delighv-does that bleſſed maj jeſty ſur- 
vey a crowd of humble ſupplicants ally at 
his throne, "petitioning either for wiſdom, or 
ſome other neceſſary ſupply at his hands, Who 
gives liberally to all men, without reſpect of 
TT, en 22 not. Once more, 


bi, © Fourthly, 
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Fourthly, and laſtly, The rich and the poor 
ſhall hereafter meet together at God's awful 
tribunal, It is a truth of the utmoſt impor- 
tance to be known, inculcated, and 
attended to; that we muſt all appear before the 

Judgment- ſeat _ Chriſt, that every one may re- 
cerve the thi in his body, according 10 
that be ory. gon whetber- it be Sa or bad. 
2 Cor. v. 10. 

There the moſt 3 earthly nen 

will need, and prize, the friendſhip of the 
8 judge, as much as the meaneſt of 
ir ſubjects. Then all diſtinctions will en- 
tirely vaniſh but that eternal one between the 
righteous and the wicked, between him that 
ſerveth God, and him that ſerveth him not. 
Riches will not profit in the day of wrath, 
ſhall I term it? or in the day of finding mer- 
cy'? Nor will poverty be any bar to a final re- 

tribution, The flaming eyes of the deſoend - 
Deity, in all his da pomp of ; 

wh find out thoſe — him, of what wa 
rank ſoever, as he will amply reward thoſe 
that have loved and feared him. I could ex- 

patiate here, but haſten to the 

IId. general head. Where we propoſed to 
obſerve, that the meeting of the rich and poor 
together, is the effect of a wiſe conſtitution of 

providence, tbe Lord is the maker of them all. 

With reſpect to the meeting of the rich and 

r together in civil ſociety, this is evidently 
a moſt fit and beautiful diſpenſation, a moſt 


r 


| (6) 
regular and orderly diſtribution- of things by 
the Deity. What room could there be for 
the exerciſe of that divine virtue, charity, if 
all were rich and opulent alike? Where 
would be that comely ſubordination of maſ- 
ter and ſervant, of princes and their ſubjects? 
What would become of thoſe ſuitable relations 
of ſuperiors, equals and inferiors, with all 
the duties reſulting from them, that ſtrong 
and proper cement of the human race? May 
I not. be permitted to ſay, there would not be 
half that ſymmetry and beauty in the body 
politic, were any of theſe relations diſſolved. 
Again, if we confider mankind in a religious 
view, reaſon, unaſſiſted by revelation, may in- 
form us, that fince we are continually recei- 
ving benefits from our indulgent: Creator, not 
only as individuals, but as linked together in 
ſociety, ſome public devout acknowledgments 
onght to be paid to the author of thoſe bleſ- 
fings that are ſhowered down on the whole 
community: Social worſhip is therefore as 
rational and indiſpenſible as perſonal.— On 
which account it may appear ſurprizing, as it 
is greatly to be lamented, that any who dare 
not openly avow the abſurdities of atheiſm, 
ſhould pour ſuch contempt on aſſemblies for 
religious adoration, pretending there is no ne- 
ceſſity for worſhipping the deity, in a ſolemn 
public manner, if they do but honour him in 


their retired thoughts, 
i; The 
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The ſentiments and practice, not only of 
the barbarous nations, but of the more refined 
Greeks and Romans were directly the reverſe, 
as is well known toall that haveread their hiſto- 
ry. But Revelation ſets our obligations to the 

formance of ſocial religious duties in a ſtill 
ſtronger light, as well as amply enforces them. 
I ſhall only juſt mention that paſſage of the 
inſpiced author of the epiſtle to the Hebrews.: 
Chap. x. 25. Not forſaking the aſſembling of 
our ſelves together, as the manner of ſome 1s, but 
exborting one another, and ſo much the more as 
ye ſee the day approaching; whether that be the 
day of death or the day of final recompence. 
Thus, by an expreſs appointment of our great 
maker, the rich and the poor meet togetber for 
facred purpoſes. A moſt wiſe and excellent 
regulation this! Without which, in all ap- 

rance, religion muſt long ago have been 
baniſhed from our world, and without religi- 
on, as its firmeſt baſis and ſupport, virtue and 
morality mult ſuffer a grievous, not to ſay a 
mortal wound; the principles of probity, 
honour and the like, or the penal ſanctions 
of human laws, being hardly ſufficient to re- 
ſtrain the generality of mankind, within any 
tolerable bounds, | 

Let it be farther obſerved, that as Gad 
is the maker both of the rich and the poor, 
ſo he is their common preſerver. Ob! .thou 
preſerver of men in general. Job. vii. 20, This 
almighty and infinitely good being ſecures 

| N them 
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them all equally, and eſpecially thoſe of either 
claſs that more peculiarly belong to him, as 
in the hallow of his hand, and tenders them 
as the apple of his eye. He blefſeth the ha- 
bitation of the juſt, looking on it with fmiles 
of infinite complacence, be it a cottage or a 
Without his providence royal dainties 
could not nouriſh even monarchs, who in this 
regard are as depending as the meaneſt : For 
man, let his condition be what it will, (as is 
well obſerved in the inſpired volume) /rveth not 
by bread alone, but by every word that proceedeth 
out of the mouth of God. Luke iv. 4. What 
health and cheerfulneſs do the pooreſt fami- 
lies often enjoy | Health and. cheerfulneſs that 
many of the wealthy and the great are ſtran- 
gers to: And do not theſe things plainly argue 
an overruling providence that diſpenſes its fa- 
vours moſt wiſely and graciouſly with a libe- 
ral and unſparing hand to both rich and poor. 
How excellently does the pſalmiſt celebr ate 
the divine goodneſs and perfections in that 36th 
Pfal. at the 6th verſe, crying out, Oh Lord, thou 
| preſerveſt man and 400. And again, ver. 7. 
How excellent is thy loving kindneſs O God, 
therefore the children of men put their truſt un- 
der the ſhadow of thy wings ! And as the God 
of providence he is elſewhere ſtiled the Savi- 
our of all men, eſpecially of them that be- 

heve. \ 
The great and bleſſed God is moreover the 
redecmer of both poor and rich ; there + 1 
is aya 


2 
ſay, but one method of ſalvation for both theſe 
ſorts of perſons. God ſo loved the world as 
to give his only begotten ſon ; that whoſoe- 
ver, be he high or low, let his condition and 
circumſtances of life be what they may ; that 
Whejoever believeth on him might not periſh but 
have eternal life, John iii. 1 5. There is the 
ſame Heaven for the rich as for the poor *. 
. Hearhken; ſays the Apoſtle James, my beloved bre 
thren, hath not God cbaſen the poor of this world, 
rich in faith, and heirs of the kingdom, james 
ii. 5. And fays the great Apoſtle of the Gen- 
tiles: This is a faithful ſaying and worthy o 
all aeceptation, that Chriſt Feſus came. into the 
world to ſave ſinners, ſinners of all ranks and 
degrees. Jeſus our kind and adorable Saviour; 
' ſhed his ineſtimable blood for the poor, as well 
as for the rich. Amazing are the glories of di- 
vine love! He loved Lazarus on the dupghill; 

as much as David, or Solomon, or Jehoſaphat 
on the throne. Thus we have finiſhed the doc- 
trinal part, let us now proceed to draw ſome 
inferences from what has been ſaid, and con- 
clude the whole with an addreſs to ſeveral ſorts 
of petſons. And, | 


B II. 


This brings to mind what is feported concerning a 
certain great lady, not many yeats deceaſed, who. on her 
death · bed expreſſed a ftrong curioſity, to know whether ſome 
regard would not be paid to ber quality, in the other 
world? And being told by a worthy divine, that where ſhe 
was going, there was no reſpe& of perſons: She re- 
ply'd, well ! if it be ſo, this Heaven, after all, is a ſtrange 
place ! See Boy ſe's tranſactions of Europe, Vol. I. p. 412. 


( 10 ) | 
1ſt. Is God the maker of both poor and rich? 
Has he allotted them their teſpectivr ſpheres of 

action? Has he placed them in theſe different 
ſituations? Then let not the rich deſpiſe the 
poor, nor the poor envy the rich. Should 
not that pointed queſtion of the prophet 
Malachy have its due weight. chap. ii. 10. 
Have we nor all one father ? Hath not 
one God created us ? Should not thoſe touch- 
ing queries of holy Job have their proper in- 
fluence ? Chap. xxxi. x3, and following verſes, 
If I did defpife the cauſe of my man-ſervant, 
or of my maid. fervant, when they contended 
with me : What then ſhall I do when God riſotb 
wp? and when be vifiteth what  /hallTanſiver him? 
Did not be that made me in the womb; make 
him? and did not one faſhion us in the word 4 
if Thave withbeld the poor from their defire, or 
have cauſod the eyes of the widow to fail, or have 
eaten my morſel myſelf alone, and the fatherleſs 
bath not eaten thereof *'v. 19. Tf 1 have ſeen 


any perifh for want efcloathing, er any poor with-= 
out covering: If bis loins have not bleſſed me, 


and if be were not warmed with the fleece of 
my ſheep, &c. For deſtruction, at the 23d verſe, 
from God was a terror to me, and by reaſon of 
bis highnefs I could not endure, Confider 
he that made yoa rich, can render him 
ſo, or he inay inſtantly change the ſcene, can 
exalt him and depreſs you. You are now in 
the capacity of a giver, you may ſoon be in 
that of a receiver. The kind diſtinction of 
Fg pro- 
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providence in your favour is to be admired 
and thankfully adored, if rightly improved, 

There cannot be a happier condition in this 
world, than that of good king Jehoſaphat, 
or of him the ſacred hiſtorian records, that 
when be had riches and honours in abundance, 
bis beart was lifted up, not with pride, but in 
the ways of the Lord, 2 Chron. xvii. 6. Hu- 
mility and condeſcention in ſuch as you, is the 
molt ſhining ornament that can poſfibly adorn 
you, It renders you truly amiable, it ennobles 
you, it adds to all your other luſtre in the 
eyes both of God and men, I perſuade myſelf 
J have the honour of ſpeaking to ſeveral ſuch 
in this aſſembly. On the other hand, let not 
the poor be envious at the rich, Remember, 
that to repine at your own lot, or to look with 
a malignant eye upon that of your ſuperior, 
is a direct rifing up in oppoſition to the will 
of Heaven; ' tis in reality no better than rebel- 
lion, or a dechring war againſt the divine ſo- 
vereignty and jultice ; tis a tacit impeaching 
of his goodneſs, a finding fault with the equity 
of his diſpenſations. You have forfeited all right 
by fin, to thoſe mercies you poſſeſs ; why then 
ſhould: you murmur, becauſe you are not 
graced with every advantage ? How unreaſon- 
able ſuch a temper! How difingenuous! If 
others are advanced above you, he does you 
no wrong, If he has made you partaker of a 
divine nature, thro* the great and precious pro- 


miſes of the goſpel, you are : far happier * 
B 2 | J 
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if you had all the riches of this world lying at 
your feet. If the eternal God is your portion 
and your refuge, you have abundant cauſe to 
ſay and think, it is enough. | 
2. Do the rich and poor meet together at a 
throne of grace now, and ſhall they meet hereaf- 
ter, at the great day of accounts; let me then 
bumbly i intreat your chriſtian charity in behalf 
of the poor, Suffer me to remind you that the 
bleſſing of them that were ready to periſh, has 
no doubt come upon many of you, who have 
cauſed the widow's heart to fing for joy. Many 

a fervent petition has, I queſtion not, been pre- 
ſented to Heaven, for. your temporal and eter- 
nal welfare, by the parents and friends of theſe 
helpleſs children, your bounty has ſo fignally 
relieved, and you have thereby occaſioned 
many thankſgivings to God, For the admi- 
niſtration of © this ſervice, not only ſupplies the 
want of the Saints, but is abundant alſo by ma- 
ny thankſgivings unto God. An encourag- 
ing declaration of the great apoſtle to his be- 
loved Corinthians. 2 Cor. ix. 12. 


Sirs, you have hitherto done generouſly. 


The preſent ſlate of the Sch por. 

HE foundation of it was laid in the year 
| 1687. in the reign of king James II. 
when a ſchool was ſet up by one Poulton, 
a jeſuit, and public notice was given, that he 
would inſtruct the children of the poor gratis ; 
ppon Which, Mr. Arthur Shallet, Mr. Samuel 


Warburton, 
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Warburton, and Mr, Ferdinando Holland, 
(members of this church in the reverend Mr. 
Nathaniel Vincent's time) laid the foundation 
of this ſchool, to avoid the dangerous conſe- 
quences of a popiſh ſchool, and provide for 
the inſtruction of the caildren of the poor in 
the proteſtant way. cat W- 

The number of ſcholars at firſt was 40, af- 
terwards increaſed to 50, and now to 1 50; they 
are taught to read, write and cypher, and are 
inſtructed in the principles of our com- 
mon chriſtianity, and thereby qualifted for 
the ſervice of God and man. It may be ſaid 
to be the firſt ſchool the proteſtant diſſenters 
were concerned in; here objects are received 
without diſtinction of parties, the common 
good being intended, ery 

It is fituated in one of the pooreſt parts of 
this city, and the children of the pooreſt ſort 
of watermen, fiſhermen, and others, are here 
taught without any expence to their parents ; 
and are furniſhed with bibles, teſtaments, 
catechiſms, and writing and cyphering books. 
The charges have been defrayed by the gifts 
and ſubſcriptions of private perſons ; with an 
annual collection in this place on this day, and 
one in the city; together with the kind re- 
membrance of the ſaid ſchool, by ſome in 
their laſt wills. MM 


Thus the ſprings of your benevolence have 
guſhed aut with a glorious rapidity. Give me 


leave 
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leave to exhort you to perſevere and abound 
yet more and more in this and every other 
heavenly work. Godlike is the employment 
you are engaged in. In this, as well as in 
other inſtances; go on to be imitators of God, 
as his dear children; If from a principle of love 
to him, love to your Fellow-creatures and 
Fellow-chriſtians, ſweetly flows; you ſhall 
not, only meet with a delightful reward here, 
reſulting from a conſciouſneſs of well-doing, 
but you ſhall be graced with infinite honours 
and rewards in a future world“. Many of thoſe 
whom your liberality had relieved, ſhall con- 
gratulate your arrival to thoſe everlaſting, 
manſions, and you ſhall with exulting tri- 
umph, meet and rejoice with them, in the day 
of Chrift, that you had not run in vain nor 
taboured in vain, Philippians ii. 16. God is not 
unrigbteous to forge! your work and labour 
of love, which ye have ſhewed towards his name, 
as the inſpired writer to the Hebrews obſerves, 
Heb. vi. 11. Be not weary of well-domg, 
my chriſtian friends, for in due ſeaſon 5ve 
Hall reap if we faint not; as therefore, in 
the words of the ſame apoſtle, we have oppor- 
tunity, let us do good unto all men, eſpecially to 
the houſhold of faith, Gal. vi. 10, That maxim 
of the evangelical prophet, is as true as it is 
encouraging. The liberal man deviſeth liberal 

| thing 


® That I may not be miſunderſtood, I would beg leave 
to obſerve, that when we ſpeak of a reward by way of en- 
couragement, we do not mean i reward of debt but of grace. 


(15) 
things, and by liberal things be ſhall Rand, Wali 
xxxii, 8. There is, ſays the wiſe man, that 

ereth and yet increaſeth, and there is that 
withboldeth more than is meet, 3 2 
erty, Provesbs x. 29. and in place; 

Fe = 2 5. The liberal foul ſhall be made fat, 
— be that wateretb others, fhall be wurered 
alſo himſelf. To do good, and to communicate 

forget not: For as in the laſt chapter of 
the epiſtle to the Hebrews, verſe 16. for with 
fuch ſacrifices God is well pleaſed. * © 


Think! Oh grateful! think 
How good the God of heaven is to you, 
Who 2 abundance o'er your flowing 
While theſe. unhappy partners of your kind; 
Wide hover round you like the fowls of 
| heaven, | 4 | 
And aſk their humble gole.” 
THOMSON's SE ASONS, pag. 140. 


I ſhall now conclude the whole with an ad- 
dreſs to the parents, to the inſtructor of theſe 
r children, and to the children themſelves. 

1. To thoſe concerned in their education: 

ce It is, as an excellent writer obſerves, an 
e awful and important charge that is commit- 
ted to you; the wiſdom and welfare of the 
* ſucceeding generation are entruſted with 
«© you beforehand, and depend much on your 
conduct. The ſeeds of mifery or happi- 
neſg 
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te neſs in this world, and that to come; are 
* oftentimes ſown very early.“ With what 
zeal and diligence, with what {kill and ma- 
nagement do the papiſts, our profeſſed ene- 
mies, train up their youth in a falſe religion, 
and, in this caſe, fas gt & ab hoſe doceri.— 
Shall not we, who ate bleſſed with a pure and 
undefiled religion, inſtruct our dependants at 
leaſt with equal ardour in the right ways of 
the Lord ? Shall not we, who are honoured 
with ſuch evangelical light and liberty, en- 
deavour to improve theſe noble advantages 
to the utmoſt, for the benefit of the ri- 
ſing age? Are not the divine glory, and 
our own ſolid comfort and ſatisfaction nearly 
concerned herein? You that are the parents 
of theſe tender offspring, ſhould you not a- 
dopt that ſacred reſolution of Joſhua, Joſh. _ 
xxiv. 15. As for me, and my bouſe, we will 
ſerve the Lord. Remember what God ſays in 
commendation of Abraham, his friend, re- 
commending his example to all future gene- 
rations, Gen. xviii. 19. For I know him, that 
he wall command bis children, and his houſhold 
after bim, and they ſhall keep the way of the 
Lord, to do juſtice and judgment, &c. You 
who were the inftruments of their firſt birth; 
how happy if you ſhould prove the inſtru- 
ments-of their being born again! What an 
honour conferred on you, if you ſhould. be 
their ſpiritual, as well as fathers of their fleſh! 
How rich the privilege! how deſitable the 

advantage! 
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advantage! If any are to be envied, it is ſuch 
as you. Will not your dear children have cauſe 
to bleſs God to eternity for ſuch valuable and 
deſirable parents? To this end, in humble ex- 
pectation of the divine 2 let me exhort 
you to be inſtant in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon, to 
ſeize every opportunity of laying before them 
their guilt and danger; tell them, young as they 
are, they are miſerable, apoſtate tranſgreſſors, 
ſinners that have rebelled againſt the moſt 
high God, their almighty creator and preſer- 
ver; remind them in the moſt lively and pa- 
thetic language, not only of his awful ven- 

with regard to the finally impenitent, 
but alſo of his infinite readineſs to receive 
every returning finner;- remind them, my 
friends, of their numerous obligations to be 


abſolutely at his diſpoſe ; tell them, moreover, _ 


of the vaſt worth and importance of their im- 
mortal ſpirits; often inculcate that of our di- 
vine maſter and Saviour, What is a man pro- 
fited if be gain the whole "world, and hſe bis 
own: ſoul? Or, what ſhall' à man give in ex- 
change for bis foul? Matth. xvi. 26. Tell 
them alſo, like thoſe in earneſt, of the indiſ- 
penſible need they ſtand in of the bleſſed Je- 
ſus for their enlightning prophet, as their a- 
toning, interceeding prieſt, and as their glo- 
rious king, whom it is their dignity and duty 
in all things to ſerve and obey, according to 
what he requires in his word; charge and al- 
2 89097 C | lure 
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lure them likewiſe to prize their bible, that 
jnexhauſted fountain of knowledge and con- 
ſolation; tell them what divine ſupports you 
yourſelves have derived from thence, under 
the influences of the bleſſed Spirit, amidſt 
ſevereſt afflictions, when attended with 
the foreſt trials and difficulties ; - tell them of 
the ſweetneſs of communion with God, eſpe- 
_ cially in ſecret prayer; pray with and for 
them; and aboye all, ſtrive to ſet them a moſt 
Jovely and ſhining, example of whatever is re- 
ligious and holy, of all that is virtuous and 
praiſe-worthy : walk in your houſes with a 
perfect and ah upright heart; let them ſee 
that you yourſelves abhor any thing that is 
mean and baſe, every thing that is vile and 
wicked, all diſhonourable and ungenerous 
proccedings. It is an old obſervation, ** Pre- 
cepts may inſtru, but examples powerfully 
attract,” Endeavour, I fay, principally to 
gain not only their reverence, but their cor- 
dial, affectionate and filial eſteem by your 
good and uniform behaviour, and by your 
tender concern not only for their temporal, 
but for their eternal welfare. 

Then as for the maſter and miſtreſs of cheſe 
children; let them alſo kindly accept the 
word of exhortation, It is not that I pretend 
to dictate to you, but merely to ſtir up your 

ure minds, by way of remembrance. 
pe very cateful of 4 morals, whenever they 
are with you, as well as of their education in 
reading 
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reading, writing, and other things that may 
tend to qualify them for trade and buſineſs, 
and to get a comfottable ſubſiſtenee in the 
world. Remember you are | accountable to 
God for theſe children as well as their pa- 
rents; and oh may you obtain mercy of him 
to be faithful! that ſome of theſe young ones 
at leaſt' may be your crown of rejoicing at the 
coming of the Lord Jeſus. I have known ſe- 
veral that have dated their firſt ſerious impreſ- 
ſions from the pious inſtructions, and valuable 
examples of theit tutors. Make it your 
great ſtudy and endeavour, my worthy 
friends, conjointly with their parents, to bring 
them up in the nurture and admonition of the 
Lord, to train them up in the way that they 
ſhould go, then may you pleaſingly hope, 
that when they are old they will not depart 
ſtom it, if the infinitely wiſe and gracious | 
God ſhall add his bleffing to your ſincete en- 
deavours. The work you are engaged in for 
' the ſervice of the riſing generation is truly ho- 
; nourable and advantageous, and though it has 
its difficulties, it is not without'its delights. 
* Delightful taſk! toreat the tender thought, 
To teach the young Idea how to ſhoot, 
To pour the freſh inſtruction o'er the mind, 
To breathe th' enlivening fpirit, and to fix 
The generous purpoſe in the glowing - 
breaſt,” ® | os 6214; open, 
302: And 


2 See the juſtly admired poem above referred to, pag. 49. 
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And now I turn myſelf to you, my young 
friends, whoſe. temporal and eternal happi- 
neſs I cannot but ſincerely wiſh, How hap- 
«py ſhould I think myſelf, if a word ſpoken to 
vou might prove a word in ſeaſon Re- 
member note: your creator in the days- of. your 
out hi, Eocleſ. xi, 1. Remember to love 
him, to truſt in him, to liye to him; Ac- 
quaint nato vou your ſelves with him, and be at 
peace, iberely good ſhall come unto jou, Job 
xxii. 21. Couſider how his providence; hath 
diſtinguiſbed you; conſider: how great, things 
che bath done for young has he not fed and 
clothed you by his good: providence to this very 
hour? How, many children are in ſtarving, 
deſtitute circumſtapces, amidſt a rigorous ſea- 
ſon, deſtitute of food and raiment, but you are 
in great meaſure provided.for ?>——You have 
not only food to eat and raimegt to put on, but 
you are caſt under the inſpection of thoſe that 
ſeek your good, not only for the ſniort term of 
a pteſent life, but earneſtly. with and endeavour - 


N 


popiſh parents are, far from enjoying this ad- 
vantage. Aud let me aſſure you, that, young 
as you are, if you do not make the new teſta- 
ment, that bleſſed legacy, af our Lord and 
Saviour Jeſus Chriſt, your ruſe and your de- 
light, you are in danger of periſhing eternal- 
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ly. Vou ate born in a land of goſ pel- light 
and liberty, here the glad tidings of ſalxa- 

tion continually. -ſound'z-; yon have many of 
vou good and piqus parents, and you have an 
inſtructor who I perſuade myſelf, takes plea- 
ſure in dping every thing that may be for 
your advantage. God hath moreover put 
it into the heart of many worthy and honour- 
able gentlemen to commiſerate your helpleſs. 
caſe, and to contribute largely towards your 
inſtruction and comfort, Now if theſe ad- 
vantages are not improved, if you ſhould 

ever N and make an ill uſe of them, 
. conſider how you will anſwer it at the great 
and dreadful day of the Lord. Will not 
your parents, your inſtructors and benefactors 
all riſe up in judgment againſt you? How 
will you dare to face them at that tremendous 
ſeaſon? but I would willingly hope better 
things of you, 'my dear young friends, and 
things that accompany falvation, though I 
thus ſpeak. Hoy joyful! how bleſſed! —— 
glorious will your condition be, if you ſhould 
haye the honour and happineſs of meeting 

our pious relations and benefactors at the 
right-hand of the great Redeemer! this, this 
is what you ſhould aim at, and in the ſtrength 
of divine grace endeavour after, as the one thing 
needful; this is what ſhould fire you with a lau- 
dable, with a ſacred ambition. G0 cry to 
God, thou art my heavenly Father, be thou the 
paid of my youth; be thou my reconciled 
God 
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God in and through the Lord Jeſus, and 
take me into thy family, make me one of 
thy adopted ſons and daughters. Thus [aft 
and it fhall be given you, ſeek and ye ſhall find, 
knock and it be opened unto you, Matth. 
vii. 7. Jeſus has ſaid for thy encourage- 
ment, I love them that love me, and they that 
ſeek me early ſhall find me, Prov. viii. 17. Beg 
of God then to give you a new heart, to 
new-mould and new-form thee for himſelf ; 
that, young as thou art, thou mayſt ſhew 
forth his praiſe, Say with Jabez, in that ex- 
cellent prayer ; Ob that thou wouldſt bleſs" me 
indeed, that thou wouldſi enlarge my border, 
and that thou wouldft keep me from evil, that 
it may not grieve me! 1 Chron. iv. 10. In- 
treat him to beſtow on thee a teachable diſ- 
ſition, a bent and biaſs of mind towards 
imſelf and thy duty,-Remember the bleſ- 
fed Jeſus is calling, as from heaven, in the 
oſpel of his grace, and that in the moſt al- 

— language, My ſon, give me thine heart, 
Prov. xxili. 26. Mind the inſtructions of 
thy parents and maſters, attend to their ho- 
examples, and give diligence that thou 
mayſt through grace, be a comfort to them, 
and a blefling to all that have any concern 
with thee. —Abhor lying and falſhood, avoid 
the contagion of evil company, In fine, let 
it be thy grand concern to get ready for death 
and judgment, and for uſefulneſs in life, Imi- 
tate thoſe pious children recorded in fcrip- 
ture, 


* 
* 


(23). 
ture, whoſe names are embalmed to all poſ- 
terity ; ſuch as, young Abjjah, Jofiah, and 
Timothy ; above all, imitate the Saviour 
himſelf, of whom it is ſaid, That Feſus, 
when be was but twelve 3 old, increaſed 
in wiſdom and rar, "ws in favour with 
God *. man. | 
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